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Introduction
This guide outlines the process of developing a data management and sharing plan. Planning for the effective creation, 
management and sharing of your data enables you to get the most out of your research. The guide outlines UK funder 
expectations for data management and sharing plans and provides practical guidance on how to meet these. It should 
be of relevance to researchers and those supporting them within higher education.  
Why develop a  
data plan?
There are many benefits to managing and sharing your 
data:
•	 you	can	find	and	understand	your	data	 













Planning helps you to achieve these benefits; it 
















guide - How to put the data management and sharing 
plan into practice	-	will	address	data	management	
during	the	research	process.		
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Management and Sharing Plan 
1
Murray-Rust, Peter. (2011, August). Why YOU need a data 
management plan. From http://blogs.ch.cam.ac.uk/pmr/2011/08/01/
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Both retrieved 22 August 2011.
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Advice on how to plan 
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The content of a data management and sharing plan
 
The guidance in this section is structured around the six core themes of the DCC Checklist for a Data  
Management Plan8.  Next to each of the subsections you will find a summary of the type of questions asked by UK 
research funders and some pointers and tips on how to answer. 
Data Types, Formats, Standards and  
Capture Methods
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Data: Researchers’ Questions and Answers. Retrieved 24 August 
2011, from: http://foiresearchdata.jiscpress.org/
11UKDA, Consent and ethics, URL: http://www.data-archive.ac.uk/
create-manage/consent-ethics  



















Ethics and Intellectual Property











































Access, Data Sharing and Reuse

























Short-Term Storage and Data 
Management
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Deposit and Long-Term Preservation
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Show efficient use of public funds: The	RCUK	
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Practical steps to get 
started  
Examples












































Data plans are an integral part of grant 
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